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Notes from the Dashboard

Coming to you in a separate 
email, the Special Edition Habitat 
Guide features our exclusive Wild-
life Habitat Wagon. This Wagon 
took about 2 years from the draft-
ing table to the roll out of the shop 
in the various “transformations” or 
functional models it can easily take. 
the wagon needed its own guide to 
show and explain it all!! If you miss 
it, call us at the office, it is a PDF 
we can email to you!!

Why? At QUWF we are not 
just promoting conservation or 
just talking about, we work it, get 
bloodied knuckles more times than 
we care to admit, and are certainly 
not in this for the money. Trying to 
come up with better tools, tech-
niques, ideas that we ourselves re-
search in the woods, fields, streams  
and ponds across our great nation 
is what makes QUWF stand out 
or above all the competition. Do 
you see any others coming out with 
unique and creative tools for land-
owners, ideas from sweat and time 
in the field more than anyone else? 

Many talk great stories, waste 
endless dollars from every source 
known but provide little “results” 

on the ground or in wildlife counts. 
The habitat wagon proves that 
point again.

As most ideas do, it came from 
need, the need to have the right 
tools and means to transport it, 
to the woods or work site while at 
the same time, providing a way to 
transport people as in a crew or 
visitors to see the habitat work in 
progress. Then the most important, 
taking your family, grandchildren 
and all on a ride through the very 
woods and fields you work so hard 
to protect and enhance for wildlife.

The second in a family of “build 
it yourself ” projects, the wildlife 
habitat wagon is designed for the 
entire family to easily build in the 
garage over a few weekends and 
have an exceptional wagon for gen-
erations of use. The pride in mak-
ing it with your family is priceless.

The first project we introduced 
was the QUWF  “Woodsman’s 
Box” a three point tractor attach-
ment that carried all things needed 
in Timber Stand Improvement 
from many saws, including a pole 
saw, supplies, safety equipment, 
sharpening equipment to tools, 

Check out our first QUWF  
‘Special Edition’ Habitat Guide!
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wedges, log rollers, lopers with a 
shelf for the always needed coolers. 
And, being one of youthful thoughts 
but tired body, it has wheels to move 
it around the barn when not in use.

Check out the “Special Edition”, 
it does include a Special Price on the 
American Made compact agricultur-

al running gear from Premier Manu-
facturing. All the plans are FREE 
from QUWF and we use common 
tools and common materials you can 
buy (except for the custom old fash-
ioned buck board seats, they come 
as a kit) and in no time you will be 
rolling out the wagon for your farm, 

ranch or lease. Hurry though, the 
15% discount price only lasts 30 
days!  Pulled by an ATV, UTV or any 
tractor this wildlife habitat wagon 
was designed for you, which of the 
5 versions is best for your place? It 
would make a superb Christmas 
project.

Want to submit an item for the 
Habitat Guide? 

Send it to 
sarah.leona@gmail.com

     

                                      

Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation 

               2017 Direct Seed Program 

All Prices Include Shipping and Sales Tax 
 

Fire Line Roads - Access/Egress Roads Seed Mix 
 
Creating new or using old Fire Line roads and Access roads is proven to increase the 
value of rural lands by up to 15%. Further it provides an incredible opportunity to 
plant the Fire Line or Access road for wildlife of all types, creating a wandering green 
browse food source on your property. QUWF has added pollinator plants to the mix 
for the support of butterfly populations, an additional benefit.  

QUWF Advantages: Shipped Directly to your door 
 After road disturbance with harrows or chain harrows, broadcast the seed 
 Drag it again to cover the seed 
 Put up Cuddeback Game Cameras to monitor all wildlife movement 
 
To Place Your Order Call: Betty Richardson 620-342-4910    habitat@quwf.net 
 
$97.30 • 1-acre coverage • 8 lbs • Plant April - May, August - September  
Covers an estimated 16-ft wide and 2,640-ft long (1/2 mile) fire line or road. 
Mix includes:  Western Wheatgrass, False Sunflower, Illinois Bundleflower, Orchardgrass,  
Upright Prairie Coneflower, Showy Partridge Pea, Alfalfa, Black-Eyed Susan and Butterfly Milkweed.   
 

Copyright 2017 Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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I often get the question from 
landowners all over the country, “So 
Where Did All My Spring Quail I 
Was Hearing and Seeing go to?   I 
have recently gotten that question 
from landowners and chapter mem-
bers at least 4 or 5 times the past 
couple months from several different 
areas of the country.   As with many 
wildlife management questions the 
answer can be more complex than 
you would sometimes think, but it 
is almost always related to habitat in 
the end.  

Many landowners and sports-
men hear whistling mails in the 
springtime when they are out doing 
a wide variety of activities on their 
land or even while out doing some 
spring habitat management.  Ad-
ditionally in later summer some of 
those landowners report seeing the 
small broods of quail running across 
a gravel road or along a field edge 
they are mowing or working on.  
Those aggressive males in the spring 
can cover a large area of your land 
looking and whistling for mates, but 
many landowners thru spending con-
siderable time on their land, listen-
ing and viewing birds think that they 
have a rough idea of how many birds, 
whistling males and even coveys they 
currently have to start with based on 
that recent information and the pre-
vious years bird numbers.    So then 
we get a lot of comments of “Man I 
am hearing and seeing a lot of birds 
this spring”, or “I am sure hearing 
a lot of quail whistling the past few 
mornings”, from lots of landowners 
in many different states.  Then the 
remainder of spring and summer 
comes.  Almost without a doubt 
the first calls start coming in from 

the same landowners and hunters in 
early to mid November asking where 
all their quail have gone that they 
heard and saw all spring long.

Quail as we all know have a very 
difficult life surviving out on the 
landscape with the numerous fac-
tors against them daily, from intense 
weather issues of large extremes 
(from super droughts to major 
floods), to large predation impacts, 
to rapid loss of habitat, quick change 
of habitats, and many more that 
can affect a local quail population.   
Many of those loud and boister-
ous males you were hearing have 
now moved on to new territories, 
they found the hens they wanted 
and have hopefully nested and now 
pulled off a successful brood and 
recently formed a covey with some 
other males and hens and successful 
broods on your property.   However, 
many times this isn’t always the case 
and all those birds you were hear-
ing and encountered this past spring 
many times become very dispersed 
and scattered across the landscape 
and could be on your neighbors’ 
farm or even several farms away.  If 
several of the males and hens you 
were hearing survived thru the many 
factors against them they might have 
dispersed into a different habitat 
type that you don’t have currently on 
your farm different than the spring 
habitat you had heard them in, or 
one that your neighbor has more of 
or higher quality fall/winter habitat 
on their farm.  It is also common for 
several of the birds to have fallen 
victim to avian predators or other 
predation and the surviving ones 
have moved on in search of a much 
safer environment.  Additionally, it 

is also possible the small quail chicks 
made it to week 3 or 4 and then in-
tense drought hit them hard or even 
intense flooding rains that many 
areas of the country had that took 
away valuable food items from them 
or even caused them to drown or 
succumb to other weather issues.  As 
you can see there is a whole host of 
things that can often occur in certain 
years that make a landowner ask how 
did all the quail disappear since this 
spring/summer.  The thing you have 
to do is keep searching with your 
eyes, ears and of course even your 
bird dogs to see how many birds are 
still using your property.  Also, you 
should try to do a fall covey count in 
an early calm morning in November 
and see just how many quail coveys 
you are hearing in and around your 
best fall habitat.   Then once you see 
where your bird numbers are at for 
the Fall season you can keep putting 
in an additional amount of quality 
habitat types across your property in 
order for you to give all the birds the 
best chance at survival and the most 
opportunities for utilizing your land 
all year long. 

 Keep up all the great work out 
there that each of you, your land-
owners, your chapters and conserva-
tion partners are doing on crucial 
wildlife habitat projects, youth field 
day events, as well as all your other 
conservation outreach efforts, you 
are working on in your local commu-
nities each and every day, as you are 
Definitely….“Making a Difference for 
Wildlife One Acre at a Time”!! 

Nick Prough 
Wildlife Partnership Coordina-

tor
Chief Wildlife Biologist 

So where did all my spring quail go to?
Notes from the Road
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Alabama: Game breeder receives 
$750,000 fine for illegally importing deer

Prosecutors with the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office in Birmingham have 
charged two Northport, Alabama, 
men with knowingly transporting 
and receiving white-tailed deer into 
the state – a violation of state law 
and the federal Lacey Act, which 
prohibits trade in wildlife, fish and 
plants that have been illegally taken, 
possessed, transported, or sold. 
In November 2016, Conservation 
Enforcement Officers with the 
Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries Division (WFF) arrested 
deer breeder Lewis H. “Sonny” Skin-
ner and his associate Franklin Banks 
Loden for knowingly importing six 
live white-tailed deer into Alabama 
from a farm in Indiana. Federal and 
state charges against the men were 
announced in Birmingham on Mon-
day, October 2, 2017.

As part of a plea agreement an-
nounced Monday, Skinner’s privi-
lege to possess an Alabama Game 
Breeder License or be associated 
with a game breeder operation has 
been revoked. Skinner has also 
agreed to pay a $100,000 fine to the 
federal Lacey Act Reward Fund, and 
$650,000 in fines and restitution to 
the State of Alabama, which will be 
used to further WFF Law Enforce-
ment activities and continue disease 
testing on wild deer within the state. 
According to the plea agreement, 
Skinner owned and controlled all ac-
tivities occurring on Skinner Farms, 
a private deer breeding business lo-
cated in Sumter County, Ala. Skinner 
had obtained a game breeder license 
from the state of Alabama and knew 
it is a “closed border” state that pro-
hibits the importation of deer.

In November 2016, Skinner ar-
ranged for Loden to covertly move 

the deer from Indiana to Skin-
ner Farms in Alabama. Loden was 
stopped by WFF Enforcement Offi-
cers in Tuscaloosa, at which time the 
deer were seized. The seized deer 
and all captive deer held in Skinner’s 
facility will be tested for Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD).

Comparable to mad cow disease, 
CWD is a fatal disease affecting 
the central nervous system of deer. 
The disease attacks the brain of an 
infected animal causing it to be-
come emaciated, display abnormal 
behavior, lose bodily functions and 
die. Once CWD is introduced into 
the environment, it is impossible to 
eradicate.

“Over the last 15 years, we have 
watched this disease insidiously 
spread across the country,” said 
Capt. Carter Hendrix with the WFF 
Law Enforcement Section. “In fact, 
it has spread much faster than it nat-
urally should have. This is due largely 
to human transportation across state 
lines of infected, harvested animal 
parts or live animals.”

In 2016, Alabama enacted a ban 
on the import of deer carcasses 
from states where CWD has been 
confirmed. CWD has been found in 
captive and/or wild deer in 24 states, 
two Canadian provinces, Norway, 
and South Korea. It is not known to 
be transmissible to humans or do-
mestic livestock. For a map of CWD 
states, visit www.outdooralabama.
com/map-cwd-north-america.

Additionally, CWD has devas-
tating economic effects on deer 
hunting. The deer hunting indus-
try results in $1.8 billion in annual 
revenues for the State of Alabama. 
States where CWD occurs have 
experienced a 10-40 percent de-

crease in license sales. Those states 
also experience a decrease in hunting 
opportunities through the loss of 
access to public and/or leased land 
if they fall within a CWD manage-
ment zone.

“Not only is deer hunting in Ala-
bama a $1 billion industry, more im-
portantly it is an integral part of the 
lifestyle and heritage of many resi-
dents and non-residents who enjoy 
our abundant natural resources,” said 
Chris Blankenship, Commissioner of 
the Alabama Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources. 

There have been no known cases 
of CWD in Alabama. 
Currently, Alabama has 231 licensed 
game breeders, which primarily raise 
white-tailed deer for sale to hunting-
enclosure operators throughout the 
state.

“The arrests and prosecutions of 
Skinner and Loden are examples 
of an approach to the enforce-
ment of statutes already in place 
to protect the resource,” said Mi-
chael Weathers, WFF Chief of Law 
Enforcement. “The most effective 
way to keep Alabama CWD-free 
was to prohibit the importation of 
members of the deer family that 
are known to be susceptible to the 
disease.”

The importation of deer from 
other states to Alabama has been 
prohibited by regulation since 1973. 
Violations of this regulation are 
actively investigated by WFF Law 
Enforcement.

“We’ve focused on preventing 
the spread of CWD by introducing 
regulations that place restrictions on 
certain activities within the com-
mercial industry, of which Skinner 
was a member,” Weathers said. “The 
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illegal transport of deer from outside 
the state by a licensed deer breeder, 
who is motivated solely by profit, 
places our entire white-tailed deer 
herd at risk of this fatal disease.”

The traceability of animals in the 
breeder industry is vastly important 
to protection of a state’s wildlife 
populations. The spread of CWD in 
Texas in 2015, which was discovered 
in a captive herd, was mitigated by 
utilizing a deer breeder electronic 

database that had been in place since 
2009.

“Implementing an electronic data-
base to track animals transported by 
breeders within Alabama would al-
low an animal’s location history to be 
immediately determined,” Weathers 
said. “It would reduce the number 
of animals and locations put at risk 
by an infected animal. It would also 
allow game breeders not linked to a 
breeding facility affected by CWD 

to continue business as usual.”
WFF Law Enforcement continues 

a 110-year commitment to protect 
the state’s resources for the ben-
efit of all Alabamians. WFF needs 
your help in maintaining Alabama’s 
CWD-free status. To report the 
importation of live or harvested 
deer from out-of-state, or resident 
deer exhibiting signs of CWD, call 
the Operation Game Watch line at 
1-800-272 4263 (GAME).

AZGFD asks hunters to help keep 
Chronic Wasting Disease at bay 
Arizona remains CWD-free due to surveillance efforts

PHOENIX — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is asking hunters to continue doing their part to help 
keep Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), a neurodegenerative wildlife disease that is fatal to deer and elk, at bay.

All successful deer and elk hunters are encouraged to bring the head of their harvested animal, especially bucks 
and bulls, to any department office statewide between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. The preferred 
method for delivery is to place the head in a heavy-duty plastic trash bag, and keep it cool and out of the sun.

The department also requests hunters to provide accurate hunter information (name, telephone number), as well 
as hunt information (hunt number, game management unit in which the animal was harvested, state and hunting 
license number). This information is crucial should a positive CWD sample occur. 

Department officials did not find any cases of CWD in the 1,200-plus deer (mule and white-tailed) and elk that 
were harvested by hunters and voluntarily submitted for testing in 2016. Game and Fish has been testing for the 
presence of the disease in Arizona since 1998. While CWD has been found in the neighboring states of Utah, New 
Mexico and Colorado, the disease has not been detected in Arizona. CWD has not been documented to cause dis-
ease in people.

CWD is transmitted and spread by animal movement and direct contact, which means the illegal importation 
of a cervid carcass or parts with brain or spinal column tissue of an infected animal could introduce the disease into 
Arizona. To that point, an individual is only allowed to possess, transport or import the following portions of cervids 
lawfully taken in another state or country:

Boneless portions of meat, or meat that has been cut and packaged.
Clean hides and capes with no skull or soft tissue attached.
Antlers, clean skull plates or skulls with antlers attached with no meat or soft tissue remaining.
Finished taxidermy mounts or products (hunters may ship their harvested animal to a taxidermist).
Upper canine teeth with no meat or tissue attached.
Do not bring the brain, intact skull or spinal column of a deer or elk harvested in another state back into Ari-

zona.
It may take longer than a year before an infected animal develops symptoms of CWD, which can include drastic 

weight loss (wasting), stumbling, listlessness and other neurological symptoms. CWD can affect animals of all ages, 
although it’s most frequently noticed in older animals. CWD is fatal, and there are no treatments or vaccines.
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Working on wildlife habitat is steady, 
hands on work — work that never stops.

 TAKE A SHORT BREAK – YOU HAVE EARNED IT

Call for reservations today — 702-693-6111

DELIVERING 
INNOVATION,
PERFORMANCE
& VALUE

alpsoutdoorz.com

MOLDED FOAM SUSPENSION

LYCRA® SOFT-EDGE STRAPS

BALL IST IC & HYPALON FABRICS

PREMIUM DESIGN FEATURES

FOR EVERY HUNTING NEED.

™

proud 
SPONSOR of
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Cuddeback Long-Range IR and Black Flash
Cuddebacks are meticulously designed in the USA for fast trigger speed - up
to 2.5 to 4 times faster than all competitive cameras.
Benefits of IR
• IR cameras use infrared LEDs for night illumination. Night images are black and white 
and day images are color.
• No visible light is seen unless looking directly at the IR LEDs
• Night illumination range over 100 feet
• Best performing IR technology
• Benefits of Black Flash
• No-glow IR cameras use infrared LEDs for night illumination. Night images are black and 
white and day images are color.
• Virtually no visible red glow even when looking at the IR LEDs 
• Night illumination range up to 50 feet

The Cuddeback Long Range IR model E2 trail 
camera is the best Cuddeback IR camera ever! It 
features Cuddeback's world's fastest 1/4 second 
trigger speed which means you'll get more im-
ages with animals and fewer blanks. A new com-
pact "micro" housing is ergonomic and handy. 

Long Range IR technology gives you over 2 
watts of IR illumination power and up to 100-
foot infrared flash range with no visible light out-
put on the subject. You'll get superior IR image 
quality and images that are correctly exposed 
and stunningly clear with minimal motion blur.

Cuddeback 
Long-
Range IR
Model E2

Cuddeback 
Black Flash
Model E3

Cuddeback Black Flash® model E3 trail camera 
is the best Cuddeback no-glow IR camera ever! 
It features Cuddeback’s world’s fastest 1/4 second 
trigger speed which means you'll get more images 
with animals and fewer blanks. A new compact 
"micro" housing is ergonomic and handy. 

Black Flash technology means no visible 
inferred flash for animals (or humans) to see 
and over 2 watts of IR illumination power for a 
flash range of over 50 ft. Correctly exposed IR 
images offer stunning clarity and minimal mo-
tion blur whether animals are close or distant.

Official game 
camera of
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Experience 5,000 acres of the finest 
hunting in north central Kansas!

Specializing in: 
• Wild upland bird,  

turkey and trophy white-
tail deer hunting

• Guided wild pheasant 
and quail hunts

• Beautiful and well-
trained English setters 

trained on Kansas birds
• On-site lodging for the 
discerning sportsman

Game is plentiful 
No crowds
No hunting pressure

Experience the best...
Hunts:
Pheasant/Bobwhite quail -
Lodging, guide and dogs available
Spring turkey - 
Lodging, guide and dogs available
Whitetail deer - 
Lodging, guide and dogs available 
Muzzleloader, bow, gun season

pheasantrunranch.net
facebook.com/pheasantrunranch

Owned and managed by Kansas natives

pheasantrunranchks@gmail.com
785-282-4859 • 161 J Rd., Lebanon, KS 66952
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Idaho: Steelhead Harvest open on Snake, 
Salmon, and Clearwater Rivers

The Fish and Game Commis-
sion on Friday, Oct. 13 approved the 
opening harvest season, but reduced 
the traditional daily bag limit from 
three to two adipose-clipped hatch-
ery steelhead in the Snake and Salm-
on rivers, with additional restrictions 
in the Clearwater and lower Snake 
rivers limiting harvest to steelhead 
less than 28 inches. 
The two-fish daily bag limit also 
applies to all other rivers open for 
steelhead fishing, including the 
South Fork of the Clearwater and 
Little Salmon rivers. The size re-
striction on the lower Snake and 
Clearwater rivers protects the larger 
“B-run” steelhead from overharvest 
and ensures enough will return to 
replenish hatcheries. The two-fish 
daily bag limit also applies to all 
other rivers open for steelhead fish-
ing, including the South Fork of the 
Clearwater and Little Salmon rivers.

The size restriction on the lower 
Snake and Clearwater rivers protects 
the larger “B-run” steelhead from 
overharvest and ensures enough will 
return to replenish hatcheries. 
All other 2017 steelhead rules still 
apply.

Fish and Game in August halted 
the harvest season when steelhead 
were not arriving as expected, but 
fish counts during September in-

creased, and the run is close to the 
preseason forecast. Fisheries manag-
ers expect about 52,252 steelhead, 
including 37,779 hatchery steelhead 
and 14,810 wild, will cross Lower 
Granite Dam about 30 miles down-
stream from Lewiston.

Fisheries managers estimate about 
22,000 of those hatchery fish will be 
available for harvest.

“The harvest closure in August was 
implemented when steelhead returns 
appeared insufficient to meet brood-
stock needs,” said Lance Hebdon, 
F&G’s anadromous fish manager. 
“But that is no longer the issue now 
that we understand this run was later 
than normal.”

Wild steelhead returns are expect-
ed to be the lowest since 2008, but 
fisheries managers are confident the 
rules in place will protect wild fish.

Many anglers expressed concerns 
about the effects of a harvest season 
on wild fish, although all wild fish 
must be released unharmed. Idaho 
has maintained the current rules for 
harvest of hatchery fish while man-
dating the release of wild fish since 
the 1980s.

Incidental wild steelhead mortality 
caused by catch-and-release fishing 
is minimal and “not considered to 
be a major limiting factor” in wild 
steelhead recovery. Previous years 

with low wild returns have shown 
steelhead can bounce back within a 
couple years.

Fish managers also pointed out the 
purpose of adult hatchery steelhead 
is to replenish hatcheries and pro-
vide harvest for sport anglers. There 
is no conservation benefit to wild 
steelhead by allowing excess hatch-
ery steelhead to go unharvested, 
nor does it improve future hatchery 
returns. 
Commissioners originally planned to 
vote on opening the harvest season 
on Oct. 2, but postponed that deci-
sion to take public comment.

Fish and Game polled 19,919 
resident steelhead permit holders 
via email asking their opinions about 
opening the harvest season. Out of 
345 responses, 55 percent supported 
the proposal and 39 percent op-
posed. 
During public comment, the de-
partment also received another 776 
comments, with 54 percent opposing 
opening harvest and 44 percent in 
favor.

With the poll and the comments 
combined, 594 of respondents op-
posed opening harvest and 582 were 
in favor of it. However, many in op-
position said they opposed opening 
harvest because they wanted addi-
tional protection for wild steelhead. 

Want to submit an item for the 
Habitat Guide? 

Send it to 
sarah.leona@gmail.com
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How to select, split, stack and store firewood
For wood-burning fireplace and 

stove owners, splitting and stacking 
wood is an important skill to know. 
Whether it’s your first time stack-
ing a woodpile or you just want a 
refresher course on proper splitting 
technique, we’ve got a number of 
helpful tips on the best way to stock 
winter wood.
Are you cutting wood from a 
fallen tree?

If you’re starting your wood pile 
right from the source – a fallen tree 
– there are a few things to keep in 
mind when doing the initial cutting. 
First, the timing: cut your firewood 
at least six months ahead of when 
you plan on burning it. The ideal 
time to cut firewood is in the late 
winter and early spring months. This 

allows for the maximum drying time. 
Next, cut the ends of the logs 

as flat and square as possible so that 
they can stand sturdily for split-
ting. For this, we recommend the 
STIHL Pro Splitting Axe or STIHL 
Pro Splitting Maul. If the wood has 
branches, cut toward the opposite 
direction they are pointing. Remem-
ber, the shorter the log, the easier 
it will split. Look for hairline cracks 
on the log and direct the swing of 
your axe to strike these cracks. This 
will reduce the splitting effort. Try to 
avoid cutting through knots – knots 
and branches change the direction of 
the wood grain in the log and make 
splitting more difficult. Try to align 
the strike of the axe so it does not 
split through the knot.

Wood burning safety
Burning firewood creates many 

byproducts, including smoke, water 
vapor, various gases, hydrocarbons 
and tar. Over time, these materials 
can accumulate in your fireplace and 
increase your risk of danger, includ-
ing chimney fire and carbon mon-
oxide poisoning. Always keep your 
fireplace chimney well ventilated 
and have it cleaned. The U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, and the American 
Lung Association recommend annual 
maintenance and inspection of your 
home’s heating systems, fireplaces 
included.
Courtesy of STIHL Dealers Nationwide.
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Citation issued for violating Mississippi 
deer carcass transportation regulations

DESOTO COUNTY – On Octo-
ber 17, 2017, conservation officers of 
the Mississippi Department of Wild-
life, Fisheries, and Parks (MDWFP) 
issued a citation to a DeSoto County 
man for violating 40 Miss. Admin. 
Code, Part 2, Rule 2.7, Prohibition 
on Cervid Carcass Importation.

The DeSoto County resident 
had recently traveled to Wyoming 
to hunt mule deer. After his return 
to Mississippi, the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department contacted the 
hunter to inform him that the mule 
deer he harvested in Wyoming had 
tested positive for Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD). The positive result 
was confirmed by the Wyoming 
State Veterinary Diagnostic Labora-

tory in Laramie, Wyoming. Chronic 
Wasting Disease is a fatal neuro-
logical disease that affects cervids 
(white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, 
moose, caribou, red deer, sika deer, 
and fallow deer).

After being notified by Wyoming 
that his deer had tested positive for 
CWD, the DeSoto County resident 
contacted the MDWFP. Conserva-
tion officers were dispatched to 
collect the remains of the deer. The 
mule deer had not been processed as 
required in the regulation; therefore, 
the officers issued the citation.

The Commission on Wildlife, 
Fisheries, and Parks passed the 
carcass importation regulation in 
May of 2016, in an effort to prevent 

the introduction of CWD into Mis-
sissippi. Similar restrictions are in 
place in other states. “It is our duty 
to protect the state’s natural re-
sources, and the public health, safety 
and welfare,” stated Colonel Steve 
Adcock, Chief of Law Enforcement 
for the MDWFP. Adcock went on 
to say, “this regulation will hope-
fully help us to prevent something 
catastrophic from occurring here in 
Mississippi.” Hunters are encour-
aged to review Mississippi’s rules on 
lawful transportation of trophies or 
meat from animals harvested out of 
state, before bringing these items 
into Mississippi.

To date, no cases of CWD have 
been confirmed in Mississippi.

proud sponsor of QUWF
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The Ultimate Electronic Predator Decoy Options

Hunters have discovered the importance
of giving their predator a focal point,
making it easier to remain hidden from
view. ICOtec offers decoys
that are hands down best
value available.

pd200

ad400
Features:
• Activate w/Call Remote*
• Includes 3.5mm Cable
• Ultra-Quiet Motor Function
• Adjustable Speed Dial
• Intermittent Active Motion
• LED Light for Night Hunting
• Stake & Topper Holders (PD200)
• Comes With 2 Toppers
• Doesn’t Drain Call Batteries
• Superior Battery Life
(4AA not included)

The NEW ICOtec GC320 Electronic Predator Call/Decoy Combo
ICOtec introduces a tremendous call
with a feature filled predator decoy in
one convenient package. Legendary
long-range, no line-of-sight remote
technology that is FCC compliant.
ICOtec does not charge hundreds
more for quality –
it’s standard issue!

Remote Features:
• 300 Yard Remote Range
• Volume Up/Down Buttons
• 12 - 2 Function Call Buttons
• 24 Total Call Potential
• AUX Decoy Start/Stop Button
• A/B Mode Switch
• Stop Button
• 4” antenna for maximum 
range
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1. Habitat Escape Cover Mix $57.25 • 1-acre coverage • 3.5 lbs • Plant December 1--May 15
Transform your acreage into a wildlife refuge. Mix includes:  Little Bluestem, Big Bluestem, Switchgrass, Alfalfa, Illinois 
Bundleflower and Maximilian Sunflower.

2. Upland Bird Habitat Mix $76.65 • 1-acre coverage • 5.5 lbs • Plant December 1--May 15
Hunters and bird watchers will love this mix; great for nesting cover. Mix includes:  Little Bluestem, Big Bluestem, Alfalfa, 
Illinois Bundleflower and Maximilian Sunflower.

3. Super Sorghum Food Plot Mix $34.00 • 1-acre coverage • 15 lbs • Plant in June
Creates a dependable food source that will attract various types of wildlife. Mix includes: Forage Sorghum, Grain Sorghum, 
and Millet.

4. Green Browse Mix $60.65 • 1-acre coverage • 15 lbs • Plant August 1--September 15
Premium blend of perennials and annuals, designed to provide food AND cover throughout the year. This is excellent for 
deer, turkey and upland game. Mix includes: Alfalfa, Ladino White Clover, Medium Red Clover, Buckwheat, and Turnips.

THE NATIVE GRASS AND FORB MIXES LISTED BELOW are designed to provide a short, bunch grass growth form 
that is preferred by bobwhite quail and other wildlife. In addition to the grasses, varieties of preferred forbs are included 
to provide overhead structure and attract insects for ideal bugging sites for quail chicks. These mixes can be planted along 
field borders, non-farmed odd areas, forest openings and abandoned crop fields, or to replace non-native species that pro-
vide poor quality habitat such as Fescue and Bermuda grasses.

5. Eastern/High Rainfall Mix $62.50 • 1-acre coverage • 4.5 lbs • Plant December - June
This mix is designed for areas receiving more than 35 inches of rainfall per year. This mix contains grass varieties that will 
remain at preferred quail height even in higher rainfall areas. Mix includes:  Little Bluestem, Sideoats Grama, Canadian 
Wildrye, Sand Dropseed, Illinois Bundleflower, Showy Partridge Pea, Plains Coreopsis and Alfalfa.

6. Western/Low Rainfall Mix $60.70 • 1-acre coverage • 4 lbs • Plant December - May
This mix has a small amount of taller grass varieties added and is adapted to sites receiving less than 35 inches of rainfall per 
year.  Mix includes:  Little Bluestem, Sideoats Grama, Canadian Wildrye, Sand Dropseed, Big Bluestem, Blue Grama, Illinois 
Bundleflower, Showy Partridge Pea, Plains Coreopsis and Alfalfa.         
                

7. Super Sunflower Dove Food Plot $35.75 • 1-acre coverage • 10 lbs • Plant April -- July
This monoculture planting of Peredovic Sunflower seed is sometimes called the black oil seed. It attracts a variety of wild-
life.

Quail and Upland  
Wildlife Federation, Inc.®
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Rec industry reports strong 2017
Strong outlook for 2018

Washington, D.C. – Recreational 
activities continue to be a main-
stay of the American lifestyle and 
economy according to the American 
Recreation Coalition’s new report 
Outdoor Recreation Outlook 2018. 
Outdoor recreation industry lead-
ers report good sales and increased 
activity for 2017 and project still 
stronger activity in 2018. Americans 
spend more than $887 billion annu-
ally on equipment ranging from skis 
and tents to RVs and boats and on 
services ranging from fishing licenses 
to zip lines, supporting millions of 
jobs in manufacturing, sales and 
service. 
Public lands and waters

A core strength of outdoor 
recreation in America is the lure of 
America’s public lands and waters 
covering nearly one third of the na-
tion’s surface. Best known is Ameri-
ca’s National Park System with 400+ 
units, ranging from world-renowned 
destinations to small historic sites. 
Visitation is on the rise, up 7.7% 
from 2016 levels, with 23.7 million 
more visits for the year to date. 
Many of the 330+ million visits to 
national parks rely upon services of 
national park concessioners, includ-
ing lodging, food, retail, transporta-
tion and guide services.

Recreation.gov – the unified 
means for making reservations on 
all federal lands – reports 19 mil-
lion users and 37 million sessions in 
2017, up 26% and 22% respectively. 
The inventory of federal reserv-
able facilities also increased to 3,367 
sites. The steady growth in use of 
Recreation.gov leads its operators to 
anticipate a continued climb in visits 
due to increased inventory, support 
of high-profile events and locations, 
and targeted marketing strategies. 

A second-generation website is in 
development, which will greatly 
expand Recreation.gov’s ability to 
ease outdoor trip planning – offering 
entry passes and license sales and 
linking campsites to more recreation 
opportunity information. 
Adding to this positive outlook for 
public lands and waters are recent 
initiatives announced by U.S. Sec-
retary of the Interior Ryan Zinke. 
He is harnessing the experience and 
know-how of the recreation industry 
by forming the Recreation Advi-
sory Committee and engaging with 
industry groups like the Outdoor 
Recreation Industry Roundtable to 
examine how public-private partner-
ships can expand access, inspire in-
novation, improve infrastructure and 
more. This renewed emphasis on 
outdoor recreation is creating new 
opportunities for Americans every-
where to enjoy their great outdoors.

State park visitation trends also 
continue to reach record levels. Col-
lectively, America’s State Parks host-
ed more than 790 million visitors in 
2016, 373 million of which were to 
fee-collecting areas. State parks now 
report an inventory of more than 
240,000 campsites, of which about 
one-third are seasonal. Of the nearly 
66 million overnight visitors to state 
parks in the past year, over 61.4 mil-
lion were by campers.
Vehicle sales

Vehicle sales remain strong. Ac-
cording to the Recreation Vehicle 
Industry Association, the market 
for RVs has maintained its strength 
and sales of new units are expected 
to reach 419,500 units in 2017 and 
429,300 units in 2018. Looking fur-
ther out, forecasts for 2019 RV sales 
remain favorable with total ship-
ments expected to finish at more 

than 490,000 units, marking a ninth 
consecutive year of gains, the longest 
ever recorded.

Recreational use of on- and 
off-highway motorcycles, ATVs, and 
ROVs is also growing. Nearly 30 mil-
lion Americans ride motorcycles on 
and off roads, and ATV ridership is 
some 35 million annually according 
to the Motorcycle Industry Coun-
cil. The industry contributes nearly 
$109 billion in direct spending to the 
U.S. economy annually and over 1.5 
million jobs.

Sales of new snowmobiles in 
2017 declined slightly due to poor 
snow cover and higher than nor-
mal temperatures in the Northeast 
region of the United States, accord-
ing to the International Snowmobile 
Manufacturers Association. How-
ever, average use of snowmobiles re-
mained steady with a slight increase 
in the Western snowmobile states. 
Fall shows for the 2018 sales year are 
reporting large, enthusiastic crowds 
with sales increasing 10% compared 
to last year’s shows. 
Camping

KOA – the nation’s largest pri-
vate campground system – reports 
a very strong year across the board. 
According to KOA’s 2017 North 
American Camping Report (available 
here), camping remains one of the 
most popular, affordable and acces-
sible pastimes in North America. An 
estimated 13 million U.S. households 
planned to camp more in 2017 than 
they did in 2016, and more than one 
million new households have started 
camping each year since 2014.
Fishing and Boating

Fishing participation increased by 
1.5 million in 2016, according to the 
Recreational Boating & Fishing Foun-
dation and the Outdoor Foundation’s 
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2017 Special Report on Fishing. Youth 
participation rose 3% while Hispanic 
participation increased by 11%. New-
comers to fishing accounted for 5.3% 
of total participants and tended to 
be young and female. The industry’s 
efforts to reach new audiences are 
paying off. Initiatives like 60 in 60 
– which aims to grow participation 
to 60 million U.S. anglers within 60 
months – and effective recruitment, 
retention and reactivation programs 
are succeeding in growing the partici-
pant base and also securing funding 
for conservation programs.

The $36 billion U.S. boating 
industry is seeing some of its high-
est sales in nearly a decade. Unit 
sales of new powerboats increased 
6% in 2016, reaching 247,800 boats 
sold, and are expected to increase an 
additional 6% in 2017 – a trajectory 
the National Marine Manufacturers 
Association anticipates to continue 
through 2018. Economic factors, 
including an improving housing 
market, higher employment, strong 
consumer confidence, and growing 
disposable income, are all cited as 
positive factors contributing to the 
growth of boating. 
Archery

Archery participation in Amer-

ica climbed over 20% from 2012 to 
2015, boosting the number of archers 
to 23.8 million, an increase that can 
partially be attributed to the promi-
nence of archery in pop culture. Ac-
cording to a study from the Archery 
Trade Association, 9.9% of Ameri-
cans age 18 and older shot archery 
sports in 2015. 
Equine activities

Recent data indicates that the 
horse industry is beginning to trend 
upwards, with more spectators 
and equine enthusiasts becoming 
involved in the industry by either 
going to equine events such as horse 
shows or races, or taking their first 
riding lesson. Recreational riding 
remains the largest segment of the 
equine industry overall – generating 
an economic impact of $32 million 
and involving more than 3.9 million 
horses.
Active and adventure travel

Active and adventure travel out-
fitters experienced a very strong year 
in 2017 as industry diversification 
continues to offer new experiences 
in the outdoors according to the 
America Outdoors Association. De-
mand for lodging, particularly cabins 
packaged with outdoor recreation 
activities, continues to outpace oth-

er services. That trend is expected to 
continue through 2018. Other strong 
activity segments include water-
based day trips near urban areas or 
near destination attractions. Guided 
hiking, jeep tours, horseback riding 
and iconic multi-day trips, such as 
rafting the Colorado River through 
the Grand Canyon, continue to 
experience strong demand, trends 
which should prevail through 2018.
Winter sports

U.S. ski areas tallied an estimated 
54.8 million skier and snowboarder 
visits during the 2016-17 season – 
up 3.7% from the previous season’s 
total according to the National Ski 
Areas Association. This past season, 
ski areas in the Northeast region 
experienced an impressive rebound, 
as skier visits grew by 28% to 11.9 
million visits. In addition, the Rocky 
Mountain region had its second-best 
winter in terms of skier visits (21.7 
million). The number of open and 
operating U.S. ski areas rose to 481 in 
the 2016-17 season, up from 463 the 
prior year. The Northeast region has 
witnessed a rebirth of several for-
merly defunct ski areas in the past 
few seasons. Ski areas on national 
forests are adding major new activi-
ties for warm weather fun.
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For all your chapter insurance needs, please call
Leslie Casanova direct at Sportsman Insurance Agency at

1-800-925-7767.
In most cases, Leslie can have your insurance the same day!
Also, any questions concerning banquets and/or our vendor 

programs, please call the QUWF National Office at 417-345-5960.
Someone is here 24/7, so give us a call!

Support QUWF with your 
purchases at smile.amazon.com
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ExclusivE  
Trailer SponSor  

of QUWf

for Wildlife With all  
your trailer needs

www.doolittletrailers.com www.quwf.net

PULLING
800-654-4948
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Quail and Upland 
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“It’s all about wildlife”
National Staff

The Habitat Guide accepts 
story suggestions from readers. 
Some story information appears 
as gathered from interviewees. 
The Habitat Guide assumes no 
responsibility for the credibility 
of statements made by inter-
viewees.
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