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Shrubby/woodyescapecoverisoftenthemissinghabitatcomponentfor
oli*nii" qr"it'in tlloit fietds managed for early succe_ssional wildlife

Downed tree structures provide a temporary source of woody cover

in 
"ie"J 

*n"re shrubby cover is lacking' Downed tree structures

"i"o 
pioulo" an immediate source of woody cover while new

iniu6 plantings become established' To be effective' place downed

tree structures next to 
""rty-"r"""asional 

vegetation such as managed

wildlife friendly gr"rr"r7t"iumes, field borders, food plots or cropland.
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. create 0.1 acre to 1.0 acre of dense woody 99y9j-Per 5-40 acres of wildlife friendly habitat' The

minimum size of a downed tree struciui" iJ go'xsci' and a total of 1500 square feet in size' lt takes

three downed tree structures of tnisi-ize to equal 0.1 acre. For optimal quail habitat the downed tree

structures should be no more trt"n-r6o' "ptrt-;d 
*ilj qg placed n'ext to early successional vegetation

such as 
'".JJ"O 

*irOrire trienOr' gt"o""lt"gumes, field borders' food plots or cropland'

r choose a minimum of g well or"nir,eo, duraEle trees that are at least 20 feet in height (do not count

the unbranched trunk). wnen cotipieL, n"-0"*1"0 tree structure will cover at least 1500 square feet

with interlaced branches, regarote; oiindividuat tree heights used for.construction' oak' hickory'

cedar and osage orange make good downed tree structuies. Elm, cottonwood and willow do not make

good down tree structures'
rDownedtreesshouldnotbepushedintodensebrushpiles.Thesestructuresareintendedtobe

,,open,,t"|" q""il ,"""-simpty brag the downed trees and place in a loose arrangement'

r Kill existing giass/vegetation (regardless of type) before installing downed tree structures with an

approved ri"?oi"io"-inis provue-i-;;; dili.i conditions for innual food plants and shrubs'

. Downed tree structures should be used to enhance new shrub plantings or placed in large fields or field

borders with lnadequate shrubby cover'

n For additional benefits, plant shrubs in and around structures. Ptant shrub dogwoods, American plum'

blackberry, indigo bush ol. 
"ro*"f"-"rr"". 

I ri* of plants provides greater vegetative diversity'
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* Exclude livestock from downed tree structures.
n Use herbicides to suppress invasive vegetation and to control noxious weeds.

. Over time downed trees will eventually deteriorate. Enhance each structure by periodically adding

more downed trees.
.u protect downed tree structures fom prescribed buming by disking firebreaks around each structure

prior to the Prescribed bum.
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. Provide a natural cover source for quail and other wildlife.

Consult with NRCS, MDC, or University Extension for additional recommendations"

Comment:

U\-lVI,RSITY Or MISS(XJRI

tsExtension

The Unihd States Departnent of Agriqllbre (USDA) prohibib discrimination

in all ib prograrns and activities on he basls of race, olor, national origin, gender' 
.

religion, age, dbability, political belieb, sexual orienblion, and marihl or familial sbbs

ltlot att protriOiteO Uases appty h all programs.) Persons with disabilities who rcquire

altemate means fur omrnunication of program information (Bnaille' laqe print,

audiobpe, eh.) should conhct USDA's TARGET Cenbr at (202) 720-2600 (voice and

TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director' Offce of Civil Righb'

Room 326W, yvhiten Building, 14t'and lndependence Avenue SW, Washington, DC,

20250-9410, or call (202) 720'5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.
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